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Further on OAU Council of Ministers Meeting 


PAC’s Ebrahim Sees RSA ‘Ploys’ 
MB2505053988 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0500 GMT 25 May 88 


[Text] PAC Foreign Affairs Secretary Gora Ebrahim has 
said that his organization supports Angola-South African 
talks, but has warned that Africa as a whole must watch out 
for Pretoria’s ploys. Gora Ebrahim was speaking at the OAU 
Ministerial Council’s 48th session in Addis Ababa. He also 
said that South Africa has agreed to negotiate because of its 
military defeats in southern Angola. 


Ministers Draft Declaration 
EA250522C088 Dakar PANA in English 1400 GMT 
25 May 88 


[Text] Addis Ababa, 25 May (PANA)}—The OAU Min- 
isterial Council’s 48th session meeting ended early 
Wednesday morning by adopting a draft declaration 
reaffirming the OAU leaders’ continued commitment to 
the principles and objectives of the continent [as 
received] which celebrates its silver jubilee anniversary 
on Wednesday. 


The Addis Ababa Declaration, which underline: that 
unity, solidarity, liberation and development will be the 
guiding philosophy for the next two decades, will be 
pronounced officially Wednesday afternoon before OAU 
leaders gathered in the Ethiopian capital of Addis Ababa 
on the occasion to mark 25 years of the continental body. 


The principles and objectives of the organisation, whose 
validity, according to the declaration, includes sovereign 
equality for all member states, non-interference in inter- 
nal affairs of states and respect for the sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of each state and for its inalienable 
right to independent existence. [sentence as received] 
Others are peaceful settlement of disputes by negotia- 
tions, mediation conciliation or arbitration, unreserved 
condemnation, in all its forms, of political assassination 
as well as subversive activities on the part of neighbour- 
ing states or any other states: absolute dedication to the 
total emancipation of the African territories which are 
still dependent and affirmation of a policy of non- 
alignment with regard to all blocs. 


On the liberation front, the leaders declared that they 
will continue to provide political, material and moral 
support to the national liberation movements of 
SWAPO, fighting for Namibian independence, ANC and 
the PAC fighting for majority rule in South Africa. 


Expressing their determination more than ever before to 
achieve early independence for Namibia and secure total 
eradication of apartheid, the OAU leaders appeal for 
increased mobilisation by the international community 
in the application of UN Security Council resolution 435 
of 1978. The declaration also reaffirmed the primacy of 
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the armed struggle and resolved to increase financial and 
material assistance to the national liberation movements 
to enable them to intensify the armed struggle. 


Noting grave concern on the continued acts of aggression 
and destabilisation perpetrated against the Frontline 
states and other neighbouring states by racist Pretoria, 
the leaders reaffirmed their commitment to provide 
necessary financial and material assistance to these 
states to enable them strengthen their defence capability. 
The leaders also underscored their comm:tment to the 
imposition of comprehensive and mandatory sanctions 
and urge the international community to support the 
imposition of sanctions against the apartheid regime of 
South Africa. 


The declaration also expressed the leaders’ determina- 
tion to reinforce the spirit of conciliation, understand- 
ing, tolerance and solidarity in their commitment to 
strengthen their cherished unity. 


The leaders also reiterated that the economic develop- 
ment of the continent, which remains a principal objec- 
tive, is primarily the responsibility of their governments 
and peoples. Stressing on their commitment to the 
objective of establishing an African Economic Commu- 
nity, as enshrined in the Lagos plan of action, the leaders 
reaffirmed their determination to take the necessary 
measures to accelerate the realisation of this project, so 
as to take up the challenges facing the continent. facing 
the continent. 


Expressing serious concern about the excruciating debt 
burden of the continent, the declaration urged the con- 
tinent’s creditors to accept the convening of an interna- 
tional conference on Africa’s external debts to agree on 
short- medium- and long-term emergency measures 
capable of alleviating Africa’s debt problem. The leaders 
also called upon the international community to honour 
fully its commitment to the UN programme of action for 
African economic recovery and development, 1986- 
1990, saying “We believe that world economic growth 
and stability cannot be achieved without a lasting solu- 
tion to Africa’s crisis”. 


On South-South co-operation, the leaders pledged to 
accelerate the process for the implementation of joint 
economic co-operation programmes and to promote 
solidarity among developing countries with a view to 
ensuring the establishment of the new international 
economic order. 


Aware of the considerable impact of the progress made in 
the field of science and technology, the leaders also 
expressed their determination to promote the development 
of science and technology and to share their experiences in 
this area so as to meet the challenges of today. 


On the political conflict in Western Sahara, the leaders 
noted that the heroic people of the Saharan Democratic 
Republic (SADR) have not yet been able to exercise their 
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full right to self-determination in accordance with the 
decision of the OAU and UN resolutions. They urged in 
this regard for the two parties (Polisario/Morocco) to the 
conflict to negotiate for a speedy and satisfactory reso- 
lution of all outstanding problems. 


Reaffirming their conviction that there can be no peace 
in the Middle East without the restoration of national 
rights to the Palestinian people, the leaders expressed 
support for the call made by the UN secretary general for 
the convening of an international conference on the 
Situation in the Middle East with the full and total 
participation of the Palestinian people. ““We also con- 
demn the repeated acts of aggression perpetrated by 
Israel against the African and Arab countries”, they said. 


On disarmament, the leaders reaffirmed their support 
for the objective of general and complete disarmament 
and, particularly, nuclear disarmament. They expressed 
hope that the ongoing negotiations on nuclear disarma- 
ment would result in a quick stop to the arms race and 
general and complete disarmament. 


Commending the role played by the movement of the 
non-aligned countries in promoting a system of interna- 
tional relations based on equality of states, the leaders, in 
the declaration, expressed their faith in the policy of 
non-alignment as regards the two blocs and reaffirmed 
their determination to continue to work for the success 
of the ideals of the movmeent of non-aligned countries. 


The leaders also condemned the acquisition of the 
nuclear capacity by South Africa and Israel, which is 
seriously jeopardising the objectives of the prevention of 
the introduction of nuclear arms in Africa. 


On the question of refugees, the leaders committed 
themselves individually and collectively to continue to 
do their best to bring about a lasting solution to the root 
cause of refugees and urged the international community 
to provide the refugees and their hosts with adequate 
material assistance to enable them to deal with the 
immediate and long-term needs of refugees, returnees 
and displaced persons. 


Further on OAU Summit Preparations in Addis Ababa 


Kaunda Gives Jubilee Speech 
MB2505 194288 Dakar PANA in English 
1645 GMT 25 May 88 


[Text] Addis Ababa, 25 May (PANA) — Zambian Pres- 
ident Kenneth Kaunda declared in Addis Ababa 
Wednesday that African countries have been reduced to 
a permanent state of suppliers of raw materials and 
suffer chronic balance of payment deficits and escalating 
debts because of their inability to use their own resources 
for socio-economic development. 
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Kaunda told some 25 African heads of state and govern- 
ment at the Ethiopian National Shengo (parliament) 
Wednesday in Addis Ababa in an OAU silver jubilee speech 
that this situation is deplorable for a continent so abun- 
dantly rich in human, agricultural and mineral resources. 


The Zambian president, who is current chairman of the 
Organization, said eight years after the adoption of the 
Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Acts of Lagos, very 
little progress had been achieved in implementing the 
plan, whose fundamental objective is to help establish a 
self-reliant and self-sustained development and eco- 
nomic growth on the continent. 


Kaunda blamed this partially on what he described as 
the inappropriate and colonial economic structures, 
strongly linked to Western economies inherited, and 
extraneous factors such as severe and persistent 
droughts, floods, desertification and a locust invasion. 


The current chairman called on member states to concert 
action in the fields of food and agriculture, energy, 
industry, transport, and communications, trade, human 
and natural resources. 


Referring to the OAU activities over the past 25 years, 
Kaunda said that the OAU survived the political and 
economic turbulences that our continent has experi- 
enced is an indication of Africa’s determination to 
uphold the very ideals of the OAU, adding it is a sign 
that Africa has reached maturity. 


We should, however, not bask in the sunshine of this 
success, because our task is not fully accomplished, for 
Africa must rise to strike the last blow on the racist 
regime of South Africa to rid the continent of the last 
bastions of apartheid and colonialism in South Africa 
and Namibia. 


Africa, according to the OAU chairman, must therefore 
be even more united than before to see the common 
struggle to its logical conclusion. 


Mengistu, Kaunda Meet 
LD2405090388 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 0400 GMT 24 May 88 


[Text] Comrade Mengistu Haile Mariam, secretary gen- 
eral of the WPE Central Committee, PDRE president. 
and commander in chief of the Revolutionary Armed 
Forces; and Zambian President Kenneth Kaunda, chair- 
man of the OAU, have exchanged ideas on the summit 
meetings of heads of state and government and the 
current situation on the continent. The meeting was 
attended by Foreign Miaister Comrade Berhanu Bayeh, 
member of the Politburo of the WPE Central Committee. 


Eight presidents and one prime minister have arrived in 
Addis Ababa to attend the OAU summit so far. 
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Chad-Libya Decision P: 
AB2505 193788 Paris AFP in French 1850 GMT 
25 May 88 


[Text] Addis Ababa, 25 May (AFP)}—Omar Bongo, the 
Gabonese head of state and chairman of the OAU 
committee dealing with the Chad-Libya border conflict, 
this evening announced the postponement of any deci- 
sion in order to try to bring together the two heads of 
state concerned. Hissein Habre, the Chadian head of 
state, is in Addis Ababa, while Libyan leader Mu‘ammar 
al-Qadhdhafi refused to make the trip. 


At the end of the brief meeting of the committee this 
evening, with the Zambian and Nigerian presidents 
absent but in the presence of Chadli Bendjedid, the 
Algerian head of state, Mr Bongo declared to journalists 
that the committee will broaden the scope of its mission 
to the reconciliation of Chad and Libya and that as part 
of this mission, the committee was not going to submit 
the solution “which could have been considered” to the 
OAU annual summit scheduled to open on Thursday [26 
May]. He wondered if the OAU would be able to choose 
among the possible solutions to the conflict over the 
Aozou Strip between Chad and Libya and if the two 
sides would be willing to accept the solutions. “Before 
getting married, the two fiances must first agree,” he 
said, while refusing to disclose the outcome of the 
deliberations of the committee. 


He pointed out that the committee, which consists of 
Algeria, Mozambique, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, and 
Senegal, was going to try to strengthen the cease-fire, 
create an atmosphere of confidence between the two 
countries and heads of state, and “arrange things so that 
Libyans can go to Chad and Chadians to Libya.” Mr 
Bongo stated that before the meeting of the committee 
he had mei with both President Habre and Jadallah 
Azzuz al-Talhi, the Libyan foreign minister. He recalled 
that he, together with President Chadli Bendjedid, had 
planned a quadripartite meeting. “Time did not allow us 
to do this. We think that with this new approach we are 
going to proceed in such a way that the two heads of state 
can meet around the same table and, if possible, work 
toward the resumption of diplomatic relations. The next 
step will be cooperation. Once all these conditions are 
met, we will then be able to speak about the exchange of 
prisoners,” he added. 


“In this regard, we thought it necessary to deal with the 
problem of reconciliation, for today we find Chadians 
here and there who hesitate to return to their country. 
There are Chadian prisoners in Libya and Libyan pris- 
oners in Chad. We still have Chadians in Libya who are 
opposed to the regime of the Chadian president. So, it 
might be necessary for these people also to return home 
unconditionally.” “I am the chairman; I have been 
chosen to bring them to an agreement, and it is I who will 
inform them.” 
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Bongo Urges ‘New Approach’ 
AB2605 101888 Dakar PANA in French 0928 GMT 
26 May 88 


[Text] Addis Ababa, 26 May (PANA)—The OAU ad hoc 
committee on the Chad-Libya conflict feels a new 
approach is needed to solve the conflict, consisting of 
personally bringing together the two belligerent heads of 
state—Hissein Habre and Mu‘ammar al-Qadhdhafi— 
for them “to mutually accept each other and have trust 
in each other.” 


The statement was made to journalists in Addis Ababa 
last night by the Gabonese head of state, Omar Bongo, 
who is chairman of the committee, at the end of a 
meeting of the group. 


Without a “new dynamism and a new awareness” by 
the two warring leaders, “no solution can be found to 
the problem of the Aouzou Stip,”” Mr Bongo affirmed, 
indicating in this regard that he and Algerian President 
Chadli Bendjedid had tried in vain to get the two men 
to meet well before the OAU summit. Everything must 
be done to get them to meet informally and hold talks, 
he stressed. 


According to President Bongo, other heads of state of 
member countries of the committee (Algeria, Nigeria, 
Senegal, Mozambique, Cameroon) agree with him on the 
principle of a new approach which, he added, will help 
solve other problems resulting from the conflict: 
Exchange of prisoners between the two parties, national 
reconciliation in Chad, and the situation of Libyan 
political opposition. 

Once the two heads of state tolerate and trust each other, 
Mr Bongo pointed out, the ad hoc committee will be able 
to bring the two opposing leaders together more easily in 
a solemn atmosphere. According to Mr Bongo, it is only 
after this process—which demands a great deal of 
patience and tact—that it can be determined whether the 
OAU can resolve the border conflict between Chad and 
Libya or whether it must be referred to international 
arbitration. For the time being, Mr Bongo explained, the 
ad hoc committee will present a report to the 24th 
summit of heads of state and government which opened 
this morning in the Ethiopian capital. This report, he 
explained, will be on the activities of the committee 
since the September 1987 meeting, when a cease-fire was 
declared between the two warring parties, up to the last 
meetings in Libreville of experts and ministers on the 
documents presented by each of the two parties on the 
Aouzou Strip issue. But President Bongo refused to 
make any comment on the conclusions of the proceed- 
ings of the ad hoc committee’s experts and ministers. 


Barre Addresses Trade Meeting 
LD2505214988 Hargeisa Domestic Service in Somali 
1200 GMT 25 May 88 


[Text] Speaking on his own behalf and on behalf of the 
PTA member states, Comrade Mohamed Siad Barre, 
SDR president, has thanked the government and people 
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of Ethiopia for the warm welcome accorded to the heads 
of state and government and leaders of the OAU delega- 
tion attending the OAU’s 25th anniversary summit. 


Addressing the PTA meeting in Addis Ababa yesterday, 
Comrade Siad said that the cooperation in the field of 
communications agreed on by Somalia, Ethiopia, Kenya, 
and Djibouti must be carried out with the utmost 
urgency, since this will bring about faster development in 
those countries and the region as a whole. He also 
appealed to the OAL’ member states, especially the PTA 
group, to strive for total sanctions against apartheid 
South Africa until the South African leaders see sense 
and abandon their inhuman practice of racism. 


Museveni Addresses Trade Meeting 
LD2505225288 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1400 GMT 25 May 88 


[Text] President Yoweri Museveni has commended the 
Commonwealth Bank for Technical Cooperation and the 
UNDP [United Nations Development Program] for 
their agreement to finance the execution of the PTA 
[Preferential Trade Area] program for the diversification 
of trade flow and transportation routes covering all 
modes of transport within the subregion. The president, 
who is the current chaizman of the PTA, made the 
commendation in his opening statement for the second 
PTA extraordinary meeting of the PTA Authority which 
took place at the UN Economic Commission for Africa 
Hall in Addis Ababa yesterday. Mr Museveni appreci- 
ated the material assistance rendered by the Secretariat 
of the Commonwealth and the UNDP to PTA states. 


President Museveni said that the extraordinary summit 
of the PTA Authority agreed with the PTA ministers of 
trade, transport, and finance on recommendations on 
measures to be taken by PTA states in support of 
economic sanctions against South Africa and economic 
assistance to be provided to states neighboring South 
Africa as a measure to lessen the impact of [word 
indistinct] (?potential) South African retalitatory mea- 
sures on them. He said that the recommendations made, 
if successfully implemented, can cause political and 
economic problems, inconvenience, and irritation to the 
South African regime. 


However, he noted that economic sanctions can never, 
in themselves, bring about the fall of the heinous regime. 
On that note, he strongly urged the PTA states to give a 
close look to an effective political-military struggle by 
the masses in South Africa. 


The president also noted that in spite of the arrogance 
and sabre-rattling by the South African regime, it has 
strategic weaknesses which, if exploited, can bring about 
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the downfall of the regime. On that note he called for a 
closer examination of the question of strategy, tactics, 
and appropriate armament of the freedom fighters in 
South Africa and Namibia. 


President Museveni was happy to note and inform the 
PTA summit authority that PTA ministers [words indis- 
tinct] recommendations on appropriate measures to 
speed up the interstate transport and communication 
links in the northern PTA states of Kenya, Ethiopia, 
Somalia, and Djibouti and also between them and the 
rest of the PTA subregion. 


Later, in his closing statement, President Museveni said 
that a subcommittee of heads of state was formed to 
monitor developments in the resolutions passed and 
adopted by the summit. He also disclosed that PTA 
travellers checks would be issued in August this year. He 
appealed to PTA central banks to render every possible 
assistance and work closely with the PTA Bank in respect 
to the clearing exercise. Mr Museveni noted that the 
introduction of the traveilers checks would encourage 
quick interactions of businessmen and encourage tour- 
ism within the PTA states. 


The meeting signed the communique, with a note of the 
resolutions passed at the meeting. 


‘Sweeping’ Sanctions on RSA 
EA2505205788 Nairobi KNA in English 1050 GMT 
25 May 88 


[Text] Addis Ababa, 25 May—The heads of state of the 
member countries of the Preferential Trade Area (PTA) 
today adopted sweeping economic sanctions against 
apartheid South Africa to be implemented by all PTA 
member states. 


Among the economic sanctions agreed on were to stop 
the recruitment of professional and skilled manpower 
from PTA member states to work in South Africa and in 
its bantustan homeland. It was agreed that all PTA 
member states should take appropriate measures to 
dissuade their citizens with professional skills from being 
recruited to work in South Africa or in the Bantustan 
homelands. The meeting called on all PTA member 
states to inform the PTA Secretariat of the particulars of 
their skilled nationals working in South Africa and the 
PTA was requested to compile a list of names of such 
professionals and circulate them to all PTA and OAU 
member siates to take appropriate action. It was further 
agreed that PTA member countries inscribe on the 
passports of their nations the words “passport not valid for 
South Africa” and to deny the renewal of the passports of 
their nationals who are employed in South Africa. 


Meeting in an extraordinary session in Addis Ababa on 
the eve of the official opening of the OAU heads of state 
summit the heads of state of the PTA member countries 
established a heads of state subcommittee to monitor the 
implementation of the adopted economic sanctions. 
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The meeting was attended by President Yoweri Muse- 
veni of Uganda, President Buyoya of Burundi, President 
Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia, President Robert Mugabe 
of Zimbabwe, President Siad Barre of Somalia, Presi- 
dent Mengistu Haile Mariam of Ethiopia, President 
Hassan Gouled Aptidon of Djibouti and President Has- 
san Mwinyi of Tanzania. His Excellency President 
Daniel Arap Moi of Kenya was represented by the Kenya 
Minister for Foreign Affairs and International Coopera- 
tion Dr Robert Ouko. Other heads of state represented 
by their plenipotentiaries were Comoros, Lesotho, 
Malawi, Mauritius and Swaziland. 


The heads of state approved on measures to be taken by 
PTA member states in support of economic sanctions 
against South Africa and assistance to be provided to 
States neighbouring South Africa in order to lessen the 
impact of South Africa’s counter-measures. In their joint 
communique, the heads of state called on all PTA 
member states to take advantage of the vast potential 
that exists within the PTA sub-region by promoting 
intra-PTA joint ventures. The heads of state directed 
that fullest advantage be taken of the clearing and 
payment facility provided by the PTA clearing house and 
recommended that alternative transportation routes be 
improved and developed in all sub-sectors, particularly 
in the sub-sector of roads, railways, air transport and 
inland water transport. 


Crossborder Transport Approved 
LD2505210388 Nairobi KNA in English 
0950 GMT 25 May 88 


[Excerpt] Addis Ababa, 25 May—The Preferential Trade 
Area (PTA) mini-summit in Addis Ababa, Tuesday, 
approved 13 projects and programmes in an attempt to 
improve transport and communications links between 
Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia, and between 
these countries and the rest of the PTA, PANA reports. 


The heads of government adopted four projects to 
improve road links between Kenya and Ethiopia, Kenya 
and Somalia, Djibouti and Somalia, Ethiopia and Soma- 
lia and Djibouti and Ethiopia. It also approved plans for 
the reconstruction of the Ethiopia-Djibouti railway and 
approved four proposals for improving air transport 
between the four northern PTA countries, including a 
proposal that PTA national airlines should be granted 
preferential treatment. It was agreed that shipping com- 
panies in the sub-region should be given preferential 
treatment and a meeting 0: port authorities, shippers and 
shipowners should be convened before December to 
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draw up a programme for improving maritime transport. 
Tanzania and Mozambique are also to be invited to 
attend this meeting. Telecommunications projects to 
link Somalia and Kenya, and Somalia, Djibouti and 
Ethiopia were approved. 


The measures adopted were drawn up at a meeting of 
ministers of transport and communications of the four 
countries, under the chairmanship of Zimbabwe. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


Leaders Continue To Arrive 
EA2605030488 Addis Ababa in Amharic to 
Neighboring Countries 1600 GMT 25 May 88 


[Summary] The following have arrived to attend the 
OAU’s silver jubilee celebrations and the organization’s 
24th regular heads of state session: 


Sudanese Prime Minister Sadig al-Mahdi, Burkina Faso 
President Captain Blaise Compaore, SWAPO President 
Sam Nujoma, PLO Chairman Yasir ‘Arafat, UNICEF 
Director James P. Grant, Indian Information Minister 
(9K.R. Narayan), and Argentine Foreign Minister Dr 
Dante Mario Caputo. 


Minister Attends Pre-Summit Fete 
JN2505 180288 Khartoum SUNA in English 
1720 GMT 25 May 88 


[Text] Addis Ababa, May 25 (SUNA) — The Prime 
Minister al-Sadiq al-Mahdi arrived here today amid 
warm welcome from Ethiopian crowds to attend the 
African heads of state and government summit confer- 
ence which coincides with the 25th anniversary of the 
Organization of African Unity (OAV). 


The OAU’s 24th summit is scheduled to review the 
major economic and political issues in Africa. 


Today’s opening session is a ceremonial session to mark 
the OAU’s silver jubilee. 


Premier Al-Mahdi was received upon arrival by his 
Ethiopian vis-a-vis Mr. Fikre-Selassie and other senior 
Ethiopian officials. The Sudanese Prime Minister [title 
as received} Dr Husayn Sulayman abu Salih was also in 
the deputation [words indistinct] of al-Sadiq al-Mahdi. 


Dr Husayn abu Salih had flown to here to take part in the 
meetings of the OAU member states’ foreign ministers 
who had prepared the resolutions and set the agenda for 
the OAU summit. 
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25th OAU Anniversary Summit Opens 26 May 
EA2605092588 Dakar PANA in French 0835 GMT 
26 May 88 


[Excerpt] Addis Ababa, 26 May—The 24th summit of 
heads of state of the Organization of African Unity 
opened on Thursday morning in Addis Ababa. 


The meeting, in which more than 30 heads of state and 
government are taking part, coincides this year with the 
Organization’s 25th anniversary. [passage omitted] 


INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


Mali’s Traore Elected Chairman 
AB2605 113588 Paris AFP in French 1115 GMT 
26 May 8&8 


[Text] Addis Ababa, 26 May (AFP)}—Malian Head of 
State Moussa Traoie was elected the new OAU chair- 
man in Addis Ababa today for 1987-1988. His election 
by his counterparts was announced by Zimbabwean 
Prime Minister [title as received] Robert Mugabe 
shortly after the opening of the 24th summit of the 
continental organization. 


UNITA Reports Cuando Huambo Attacks 
MB2605062888 (Clandestine) KUP in English to 
Southern and Centrai Africa 0603 GMT 26 May 88 


[All figures as received] 


[Text] Jamba, Provisional Capital of the Free Land of 
Angola, 26 May (KUP) — Forty-four MPLA and five 
Cuban troops have been killed and five MPLA soldiers 
taken prisoner by UNITA forces in fighting over the 
weekend in the Angolan provinces of Cuanda Cubango 
and Huambo, according to a war communique released 
in Jamba, Sunday. 


The communique signed by UNITA chief of staff, Gen 
Demostenes Amos Chilingutila, said that fourteen (14) 
MPLA soldiers and five Cubans were killed, May 19, in 
a one-and-half hour battle while on a reconnaisance 
mission south of the abandoned south-eastern Angolan 
town of Cuito Cuanavale by UNITA forces. 


On the same day, thirty-nine (39) MPLA troops were killed 
when UNITA forces over-ran an MPLA military barracks at 
Vila Flor in the central Angolan province of Huambo. 


The communique added that forty-three (43) AK-47 
rifles and a large quantity of ammunition were seized in 
the attacks in which five UNITA soldiers were killed and 
15 others wounded. 


Mozambique 


Joint RSA Talks End in ‘Climate of Frankness’ 
MB2505 184288 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1730 GMT 25 May 88 


ext] After nearly 2 hours of talks in the Bank of 

ozambique building, the Mozambique-South Africa 
Joint Security Commission was reactivated. The activity 
of this commission had been practically paralyzed since 
July 1985. The Mozambican delegation was headed by 
Lieutenant General Tobia Dai, and the South African 
side by Neil van Heerden, South Africa's director general 
of foreign affairs. 


The communique issued at the end of the talks noted 
that the main issue discussed was the implementation of 
the Nkomati Accord and that the talks took place in a 
climate of frankness in regard to the security problems 
and aspects of the internal (?stability) of both countries. 
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You will recall that Neil van Heerden was carrying a 
mess2ge from South African President Pieter Botha for 
President Chissano. The message was delivered to Peo- 
ple’s Assembly Chairman Marcelino dos Santos during a 
brief meeting held in the Fourth Congress Hall. Marce- 
lino dos Santos said that Mozambique was interested in 
discussions that may bring about peace and the elimina- 
tion of armed banditry in Mozambique. 


The South African delegation has already left for South 
Africa. 


Republic of South Africa 


‘Good Spirit’ Prevails at Mozambique Talks 
MB2505 192088 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1830 GMT 25 May 88 


[Text] The Joint Security Commission between South 
Africa and Mozambique is to be reactivated. This move 
was decided on at a meeting in Maputo of the joint 
liaison committee of the two countries. The South Afri- 
can delegation was led by Mr Neil van Heerden, the 
director general of foreign affairs. While in Maputo, Mr 
van Heerden handed over a message to the Mozambican 
delegation. The was one from State President 
P.W. Botha to President Chissano. 


Although no direct reference was made to a summit 
between President Botha and President Chissano at the 
meeting, it was apparent that the good spirit in which 
today’s talks took place has contributed to the possibility 
of such a meeting taking place. 


P.W. Botha Writes Chissano 
MB2505201588 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2007 GMT 25 May 88 


[Text] Maputo May 25 SAPA — The Nkomati non- 
aggression pact between South Africa and Mozambique 
received a major boost today with agreement by top 
official delegations at talks here to reconvene “as soon 
as possible” the Joint Security Commission (JSC) 
which collapsed in 1985 as relations between the two 
couniries deteriorated. 


A letter of “good will” from state president, P.W. Botha, 
to President Joaquim Chissano was also handed over 
after the successful talks. 


South African officials expressed the hope at a press 
conference afterwards that foundations set today would 
eventually result in a summit .neeting between the two 
heads of state. 
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The SA director general of foreign affairs, Mr Neil van 
Heerden, who led the delegation from Pretoria, said a 
joint statement issued after the talks that both govern- 
ments had affirmed their commitment “not to support 
the commission of violence” against each other's people 
and heralded a “significant ear” in positive relations 
between the two countries. 


Although the statement was not nore specific about the 
revival of the JSC, it was understood immediate action 
was to be taken to set a date and that this could be within 
a few weeks. 


Mr van Heerden said he did not want to disclose the 
contents of Mr P.W. Botha’s letter, because President 
Chissano, who was presently visiting Japan, would not 
receive it for a while yet. 


It was, however, learned in Maputo that the letter 
amounted to a “thank you” from Mr Botha to the 
Mozambique leader for his behind the scenes role for 
encouraging peace talks with Angola in London and 
Brazzaville in recent weeks. 


Mr Botha’s letter, which was in response to a rec nt 
goodwill message from President Chissano, was hanued 
over to the president of the People’s Assembly, Mr 
Marcelino dos Santos — effective number two in the 
Frelimo government. 


In Maputo today, the joint communique issued after the 
talks said the delegations had “addressed the fundamen- 
tal implementation of the accord and in particular spoke 
frankly about the security problems and aspects of inter- 
nal stability in the two countries. 


“The two delegations affirmed the commitments of their 
respeciive governments not to support the commission of 
violence against the peoples of their respective countries. 


“Various other aspects of relations between the two 
countrics were discussed and it was agreed everything 
possible should be done by both to remove obstacles to 
building peace and stability as a touchstone to develop- 
ment in the region.” 


The South African delegation was led by Mr van Heer- 
den, and consisted of the chief of the army, Lt-Gen 
“Kat” Liebenberg, and senior officials of other govern- 
ment departments, including the National Intelligence 
Service and trade and industry. 


The Mozambican delegation was led by the chief of the 
army, Lt-Gen Tobias Dai. 


They met in the forum of the Joint Lisison Comniittee 
[JLC], its fourth meeting since it was established {ol- 
lowing a meeting between Mozambique's minister of 
cooperation, General Jacinto Veloso, and the minister 
of foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, in Cape Town in 
August last year. 
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Mr van Heerden said note should be taken of the fact 
that the JLC was supposed to meet every month, but that 
it had not convened since January this year. The resump- 
tion of its activities today was significant in terms 
revived relations. 


The JSC — as opposed to the JLUC — was established to 
ensure the terms of the Nkomati peace pact were adhered to, 
and to monitor any breeches by either country. It met a 
number of times from its inception in 1984 until Mozam- 
bique withdrew towards the end of 1985. 


Speaking at the handing over ceremony of Mr Botha’s 
letter, Mr Dos Santos thanked Mr van Heerden and 
undertook to convy the letter to President Chissano 
who, he said, would “naturally know how to reply. 


“I want to assure you, however, that Mozambique is 
firmly resolved to finding solutions to the problems 
between South Africa and Mozambique, as well as 


problems in the whole region.” 


Speaking at the press conference in Pretor‘a afier the 
South African delegation returned home, Mr van Heer- 
den said of the talks: 


“I hope it is the start of a new beginning 


“A summit meeting between the two heads of state 
depends on agreement by them, but this kind of agree- 
ment today has set the stage for close cooperation and 
hopefully an eventual meeting at the highest level.” 


He referred newsmen, asking whether the ANC presence 
in Maputo and alleged material support to Renamo rebel 
fighters in Mozambique from South Africa had been 
discussed, to the “significance” of the re-affirmation of 
the governments’ commitment not to support violence 
against their respective peoples. 


Mr van Heerden also said the importance of today’s 
agreement for the possible re-opening of the Cahora 
Bassa hydro-electric power line to South Africa. and 
positive trade developments in terms of imports and 
exports by South Africa through Maputo Harbour, was 
also extremely significant. 


He emphasised, however, that there was “a long way to go” 
in re-establishing sound relations between the two countnes. 


There was long history of bad blood and a lot of 
mistrust on both sides, but the unanimous conclusion 
now was that something had to be done about it and the 
approach to today’s meeting had been “let's sit down 
and be sensible”. 
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SADF Chief Sees ‘Serious’ Angolan Troop Buildup 
MB2605 112488 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1122 GMT 26 May 88 


[Text] Pretoria May 26 SAPA — Strongly armed <rban 
and SWAPO forces integrated for the first time »au 
moved south to within 60kms of the © W//Nariibia 
border and their continuing presence th re was casting 
doubts on the sincerity behind recent peace talks 
between Angola and South Africa on a Cuban with- 
drawal, military correspondents were ‘old today. 


At a briefing held by the chief of th. defence force, 
General Jannie Geldenhuys, and the director-general of 
forcign affairs, Mr Neil van Heerden, the SADF head 
said he regarded the continuing buildup as “*erious.” 


Mr van Heerden warned of the danger of “flashpoints” 
arising from the developnvents and the possibility these 
could jeopardise the peace talks. They said there was a 
direct paralicl between the progress of the peace talks 
over the last six months and the southward movement of 
the Cuban and integrated Cuban/SWAPO forces. 


The deployment was in the western Cunene Province 
and there was no indication it was linked to South 
African troops’ presence, in support of UNITA, in the 
Lomba River region in eastern Angola. 


The only acceptable reason for the deveiopment was 
that Angola wanted to rre-position its forces as far 
south as possible before any agreement with South 
Africa on a synchronised withdrawal of both sides’ 
troops. Also, seeing that the peace talks involved the 
possible implementation of the UN Resolution 435 
independence plan for SWA/Namibia, SWAFO cadres, 
backed by Cubans, wanted to be in a strong position 
right on the borderline if it materialised. 


Gen Geidenhuys said that there had been a substantial 
change in the Cubans’ deployment in Cunene Province 
since November last year. Then, there had only been two 
units, one mechanised regiment at Chibemba, and an 
anti-aircraft brigade at the port of Namibe, which were 
south of the Benguela railway line. 


Confirmed intelligence reports since then had revealed the 
landing of substantial number of Cuban infantry reinforce- 
ments and weaponry at Namibe, which were further supple- 
mented by contingents transported overland from the north- 
ern areas of Angola. “This situation has been aggravated by 


evidence indicating these forces are being supported by 
small specialist Cuban secret service units as opposed to the 


usual military intelligence officer.” 


The new Cuban deployments south of the railway line 
consisted of: 


— Six infantry regiments each consisting of between 
1500 and 2500 men; 
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— Three special infantry battali as; 


— An anti-aircraft regime equipped with sophisticated 
and extremely dangerous SA2, 3, 6, 8 and 13 missile 
systems. This regiment was also equipped with the 
ZSU-23-4 anti-aircraft system; 


— A sophisticated array of radar support systenis includ- 
ing the Flatface, Spoonrest aiid Barlock systems; 


— One artillery regime whose weaponry includes D-30 
field guns (their range is aboui iOkms short of the South 
African G5 and G6 artiliecy pieces) and BM2! and 24 
multiple rocket launchers; and 


— a tank regiment comprising 105 Soviet tanks of the 
TS55 and T62 types. This is the first time the T62 has 
been deployed this far south. 


Gen Geldenhuys said that meanwhile, the airstrip at 
Xangongo, about 60 kilometres from the SWA/Nami- 
bian border, had been upgraded and the runway 
extended by a further 542 metres. 


“The distribution of these elements and their proximity 
to the SWA/Namibia border, constitutes a shift in the 
military balance. These developments have not only led 
to a heightening of regional tensions, but have also 
amplified the possibility of a conventional threat to 
SWA/Namibia,” Gen Geldenhuys said. 


An equally disturbing new dimension had been the 
formation of three integrated SWAPO/Cuban battalions, 
named Zebra, Tiger and Lion. “Orn: of these, which 
consist of about 200 Cuban troops and 50 SWAPO 
terrorists each, is based at Xangongo. 


“These battalions represent the vanguard of the south- 
ward advance and are supported by tank and arti 
elements. They are jointly commanded by Cuban offic- 
ers and senior SWAPO terrorists,” he said. 


It was also revealed Angolan Mig jet fighter aircraft, at 
least one of the them piloted by a Cuban, had violated 


previous 
Seeiv end eas Go tain ateehin Cite ae OF 
level flights and could have been deliberate provocation. 


Gen Geldenhuys said the Cuban build-up in the area was 
in stark contrast to the continuing “thinning out” of 
South African forces in southeastern Angola 


Explaining the politicai implications of the buildup, Mr 
van Heerden said a lot of time during future peace talks 
would be spent on schedules and time frames of cach 


sides’ forces to achieve a synchronised disengagement. 
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It was suspicious now if the Cubaas were pushing south 
to pre-position themselves as far south as possible so that 
Angola could claim at the negotiating table it neet<d a 
lot more time to withdraw. 


“This raises the question of their 
question mark over the sincerity 
talks,” he said. 


Central Pretoria Explosions Injure 3 
MB2605 123588 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1232 GMT 26 May 88 


[Text] Pretoria May 26 SAPA — At least three people are 
believed to have been injured in two explosions which 
occurred almost simultaneously i: central Pretoria at 
lunchtime today. 


One blast, on the corner of Vermeulen and Andries 
Streets, rocked the centre of the city at about |.1 5pm. 


The second explosion occurred at Schubart Park in Proes 
Street, between Schubart and Pitgieter Streets. 


Initial indicalions were that the Vermeulen S:reet biast 
was caused by a “light charge” of explosives planted in 
concrete flower pot on the street corner, opposite the 


block housing the Department of Finance, the SATS 
[South African Transport Services] travel bureau and a 
fast food outlet. 


faith and puts a 
the present round of 


Al :east two women were inju ‘ed. 


One of the women was seen lying motionless on the 
pedestrian ramp leading to the food outlet. 


Another, her face blacked, was receiving emergency 
treatment propped up against a dustoin. 


A short while later three people were admitted to the 
H.F. Verwoerd Hospital. 


The blast attracted a huge crowd of onlookers, and police, 
sonnel rushed to the scene. People forced the crowds aback 
and warned that a further explosion could occur. 


National Democrats Travel to FRG for ANC Talks 
MB25¢5 183788 Johannesburg SiPA in English 
1834 MT 25 May 88 


[Text] ! May 25 SAPA — A National Dem- 
ocratic Movement ] delegation left 

for Frankfurt tonight for talks with the ANC, an N 
spokesman confirmed to SAPA. 


According to reporters at Jan Smuts Airport, Dr van Zyl 
Slabberi was no on the same flight. But, he flew out of 
Cape Town this morning and a spokesman at his home 
told SAPA tonight “he is in Europe.” 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


The meeting between the NDM and the ANC was 
described as “a necessary task of the NDM's strategy to 
have discussions over a bread front with all relevant 
political groupings in South Africa,” by Mr Peter 
Gastrow, in an NDM statement issued in Cape 1 own. 


Leader of the NDM, Mr Wynand Malan; Dr Esther 
Lategan; Dr Jannie Hofmeyer; MP Mr Pierre Cronje; 
former TRANSVALER editor Mr Harold Parkendorf. 
Prof of Law at Stelienbosch University, Prof Gerrit 
Erasmus; and the Professor of Mathematics at Stelien- 
bosch, Prof Andries van der Walt, will attend the talks, 
the statement said. 


They are accompanied by Dr Johan van Zyl, former 
executive director of the FCI [Federal Chamber of 
Industries}, who will act as consultant. 


Reporters saw no signs of Dr Slabbert at the airport, but 
a spokesman at his Cape Town home confirmed he had 


left for Europe. 


Questioned further, he said he was not sure if Dr 
Slabbert was travelling with Mr Malan’s party. 


Dr Slabbert will not take part in the NDM-ANC talks 
tomorrow, but sources expect him to enter the talks “at 


a later stage.” 


Malan Comments on Arrival 
MB2605095988 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0900 GMT 26 May 88 


ext] Members of the National Democratic Movement 

ve arrived in Frankfurt for talks with the ANC. The 
leader of the delegation, Wynand Malan, told reporters 
at the airport the talks were part of a continuing process. 
He says no detailed results are expected from the talks. 
The delegation will fly back te South Africa later today 
after the meeting. Mr Malan says no detailed statements 
will be made. He confirmed that IDASA [Institute for 2 
Democratic Alternative for South Africa] Codirector 
Frederik van Zyl Slabbert, who arrived on the same 
plane, will meet ANC members on Friday. 


Government Bars UDF, Others From Local Elcctions 
MB2605093088 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0927 GMT 26 May 8&8 


[Text] Cape Town, May 26, SAPA — The UDF and 
other restricted organisations would not be able to take 


| 


today. He told a press con’ :rence that the would be the 
case “until they demons’ ate a genuine desire to partic- 
ipate on a democratic basis.” 


He said it would also make no sense ‘0 allow their partici- 
pation if it was their declared purpose to wreck the system. 
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There was no restriction on individuals standing bui the 
particular organisation was disqualified from participa- 
tion. “It would have to ask for a lifting of restrictions and 
en Se 8 Se eeeeeee Sy ey 
of peaceful political campaigns,” he said. 


Government ‘Determined’ to Pass Areas Amendments 
MB2605 101688 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1009 GMT 26 May 8&8 


[Text] Cape Town, May 26, SAPA — The government is 
to pass amendments to the Group Azeas Act 
and to make provision for “open” residential areas this 


year. 


Parliamentary sources said this was the reason for the 
announcement last night by the state president, Mr P.W. 
Botha, that there would be a second two-week session of 
parliament at the ead of August. 


It has become known that a compromise on the National 
Council! Bill had been reached between the government 
and its majority party partners in the Houses of Repre- 
sentatives and Delegates and that this fact provided it 
with a breakthrough in its legislative programme. 


The other “essential legislation” the state president 
referred to in connection with the ex‘ra session, is 
believed to include an amendment o* the Group Areas 
Act, the Free Settlement Bill, providing for open areas, 
and legislation setting out voting rights ana procedures 
for such open areas. 


Another urgent matter is the disputed legality of the 
KwaNdebele government which will have to be legalised 
retrospectively, probably until the homelands scheduled 
elections next year. 


Commentary Pushes Further Economic Stabilization 
MB2605054488 Johannesburg Domestic Service in 
English 0500 GMT 26 May 88 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] Remarkable performances have been reported 
upon in recent da,s by a number of major South 
African companies. Federale Volksbeleggings [Federal 
People’s Investmeni; ihis week announced a rise in 
earnings per share of 83 percent, while newspaper 
headlines recorded bumper profits for Times Media 
Limited, and Barlow Rand has had a good 6 months. 
Other results out this week show that one company had 
@ rise in earnings per share of 29 percent, another of 
32.5 percent, and one company of 81.4 percent. Earlier, 
the Premier Group announced that its earnings per 
share had increased by 36 percent in the year up to 
March. It had, the group's chairman Mr Tom Bloom 
said, been a spectacularly good year. 
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This is but one facet of the present economic climate and 
does not define the state of the national economy as a 
whole. Indeed, although different economists have dif- 
ferent diagnosis, and different prescriptions, problems 
do exist in the economy. These have beeu identified by 
the business community and recognized by the govern- 
ment. Accordingly, the authorities have from time to 
time found it necessary to adopt economw stabilization 
measures, as in the case of the credit squceze announced 
earlier this month. 


Appropriate stabilization measures have also been ne-- 
essary in other fields, and in particular that of national! 
security. Chief among these in the recent past has been 
the state of emergency. No thinking South African car 
find pleasure in the emergency, and ail would like to s: 
it lifted as soon as is feasible. But this and other measu: 
were directed towards political stabilization. Their coi 
trilsution towards this objective has been crucial, and the 
degree of political stabilization in turn is an important 
determinant of the level of economic stabilization and 
therefore of the establishment of a cliinax that can 
stimulate economic growth. 


It is on this foundation that a stable and secure South 
Africa must be built. 


Government To Intervene on Interest Increases 
MB2605093488 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0833 GMT 26 May 88 


[Text] Cape Town, May 26, SAPA — The government 
has acecided to intervene to stop sharp interest rates 
increases as part of its fight against inflation, the 
minister of information, Dr Stoffel van der Merwe, said 
today. He said the decisions were taken at this week's 
cabinet meeting. 


Interest rates would not be allowed to soar as a free 
market mechanism as they had been permitted to do a 
few years ago. Although no specific figure would be set, 
the government firmly intended to put a brake on the 
rate of increase. 


The minister said that the speculation about possible 
interest rate increases created expectations that such 
increases were in the offing. “This has made business- 
men jittery and is not a healthy thing.” 


The inflation rate had shown signs of positive reaction to 
the government's strategies and interest rates would be 
curbed as part of the fight against inflation. 


Union Claims 10,000 Join J Protest 
MB2505 135588 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1337 GMT 25 May 88 


[Text] Johannesburg May 24 SAPA — An e:Atimated 
10,000 Commercial Catering and Ailied Workers Union 
{CCAWUSA] members in the Johannesburg area pro- 
tested against against the Labour Amendment Bil) at 
lunch time today, a union spokesman said. 
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Workers at over 300 stores had indicated they would 
support the call by the Johannesburg branch of CCA- 
WUSA for a peaceful protest, a spokesman for the 
branch said. 


The CCAWUSA spokesman said a number of protestors 
were being harrassed by police. 


A police liaison officer for Johannesburg, Lt Pierre 
Louw, said: “We are monitoring the situation and would 
probably take steps that would be necessary at any 
stage.” There had been no arrests, Lt Louw said. 


Workers at two Hillbrow hotels were held briefly and six 
workers from Checkers, Randburg, were arrested, the 
CCAWUSA spokesman alleged. There was a police pres- 
ence at Edworks in Market Street, he said. Lt Louw could 
not confirm the alleged arrests. 


He had no indication of how many workers were 
involved in the protest. The protestors were not violent 
and no damage had been done, Lt Louw said. 


The CCAWUSA spokesman said members were obeying 
instructions to hold peaceful and disciplined protests, 
but were facing provocation from police. 


COSATU Claims Police Disrupt 24 May Meeting 
MB2505 150588 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1505 GMT 25 May 88 


[Text] Johannesburg May 25 SAPA — Security police 
backed by riot squads stormed a meeting of the Congress 
of South African Trade Unions in Port Elizabeth yester- 
day and ordered the meeting to stop. 


Union spokesman, Mr Frank Meintjies, said in a state- 
ment to SAPA the meeting “was held under siege for two 
hours” from 6pm to 8pm. He said Lt P. C. Strydom, who 
led the squad, told the shopstewards the meeting was 
illegal and that it should not discuss the COSATU 
special national congress held recently in Johannesburg. 


Mr Meintjies said the were taken to 
another office of the Paper, Printing, Wood and Allied 
Workers Union, where their photographs, names and 
addresses were taken. 


He quoted Lt Strydom as saying the different COSATU 
affiliates cannot discuss the either. He warned 
everyone would be detained if the order was not obeyed. 
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Mr Meintjies said the disruption followed a similar one 
on Saturday when COSATU held its regional executive 
council meeting. 


“We view this disruption of COSATU meetings in a 
serious light since we have a duty to report back what- 
ever decisions are taken at our national congress,” Mr 
Meintjies said. 


“Attacks like the siege of the Port Elizabeth shopste- 
wards local make it clear (the COSATU) democracy is 
under attack.” 


He said the union federation strongly condemned “this 
arrogant interference in the workings of a legal organi- 
zation. Actions like these serve only to further politicise 
labour relations in South Africa.” Police have been 
approached for comment. 


Court Sentences Policemen in Township Deaths 
MB2605095088 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0925 GMT 26 May 88 


[Text] Grahamstown, May 26, SAPA — W/O [Warrant 
Officer] Leon de Villiers and Const David Patrick Goosen 
were sentenced to death by the Supreme Court here today 
for the murder of 18-year-old Mr Mlungisi Stuurman. 


Police Zietsman found that the factors advanced by the 
defence in mitigation, had not reduced the moral blame- 
worthiness of their actions when they jointly decided to 
murder Mr Stuurman at Cradock on July 26, 1986. 


Mr C. Jansen, SC [Senior Counsel], for the defence, then 
spoke on behalf of the accused. He said they both felt 
bitter remorse for assaulting and allowing Mr Stuurman 
to be assaulted that day. They both appreciated that it 
was this assault that led to his death. 


Mr Jansen said that the accused had had this sword of 
Damocles hanging over their heads for nearly two years 
now, and it had been a terrible punishment for them and 
their families. De Villiers had shed kilograms in weight 
and Goosen who, although only 27, had started turning 
grey. Mrs De Villiers’ had gone snow white. 


Dr J. van S. D’Oliveira, SC, said there were aggravating 
features in the fact that the accused were policemen and had 
involved young inexperienced policemen in their acts. 


Mr Justice Zietsman said having found there were no 
extenuating circumstances, there was only one sentence 
the court could impose — the death penalty. On the 
count of attempting to defeat the ends of justice, he 
sentenced them to six months each, conditionally sus- 


pended for three years. 
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Police Issue Unrest Report Covering 25 May 
MB2605064888 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0646 GMT 26 May 88 


[Text] Pretoria, May 26, SAPA — Following is the SA 
Police unrest report: 


“The following unrest-related incidents were reported 
overnight. 


“At Daveyton (Benoni) a private vehicle was extensively 
dainaged when it was set alight. A black man and a black 
youth were arrested. 


“At Kwazakele (Port Elizabeth) arsonists set fire to a 
house and a petrol-bomb was also hurled at the dwelling. 
A 10-year-old black boy sustained burns and the house 


was badly damaged.” 


Press Comment on Issues, Problems 
MB2605 104388 [Editorial Report] 


STAR Urges Apartheid Abolition — “Triumphant the 
Government may feel, yet it is threatened by a mounting 
white backlash on its right and a mighty tide of anger 
from black South Africa and the outside world on its 
left,” says a page 12 editorial in Johannesburg THE 
STAR in English on 26 May. “A move to either side 
increases the danger to it from the other. This is the 
harvest of a divisive and unjust ideology that tried to 
make privilege a right.” “The Government must have 
the courage to move forward boldly with reform. It must 
convince blacks (which it has always failed to do in the 
past) that it is sincere in its efforts to extend democracy 
while convincing whites that their future is safer in the 
caravan of reform than in the laager of the past. The 
pillars of apartheid are crumbling. Our only hope is to 
clear the ruins fast and start building a future on mutu- 
ally acceptable foundations.” State Overreacting To 
Press — “What is the sudden and urgent threat to our 
country that is so great that the Government is fright- 
ened even to tell us about it?” asks Editor Harvey Tyson 
on the same page. The minister in charge of press 
censorship says “it is not true that the Government and 
newspapers in general are in a state of conflict with each 
other.” Also, “while the Minister suggests that some 
newspapers are creating anxiety by emphasising a revo- 
lutionary onslaught — he insists there is a revolutionary 
onslaught — he goes so far as to suggest that we are 
irresponsible in not recognising its seriousness. He says 
that if the revolutionary onslaught is accepted as a real 
threat, and if it is accepted that the revolutionaries want 
to use the media for their objectives, then they cannot 
reject the necessity for the application of the media 
regulations.” Tyson believes the government is overre- 
acting and “this over-reaction could lead the Govern- 
ment and South Africa into a ridiculous position.” 
BUSINESS DAY Notes NP Failure — Johannesburg 
BUSINESS DAY in English on 26 May says in a page 6 
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editorial: “The celebration of the National Party’s 40th 
anniversary in office lauds success on the narrow front of 
ethnic party politics, and simultaneously recognises 
pathetic failure on the larger canvas of national affairs.” 
“The cost of the party’s failures has been terrible. It has 
included bitter division of the nation; violence and 
repression; and collapse of democratic institutions. It 
has included injustice; bloodshed, brutality and brutali- 
sation of the police and officials; the erosion of law; 
capricious maltreatment of families, lovers, children, 
workers, home-owners; isolation from the civilised 
world, retarded progress, poverty and deprivation; and 
the loss of the habits of mind of free men. The Nation- 
alists celebrate their narrow victory alone. The rest of the 
nation mourns 40 years in a wilderness.” Joint Sittings 
Expose NP to Grievances — “The first sittings this week 
of the joint extended parliamentary committees on pro- 
vincial affairs will be remembered mostly for the care- 
fully-staged walkouts by almost everyone but the Nation- 
alists,” observes a second editorial on the same page. 
“Indeed, the sittings were a poor shadow of the former 
provincial council sessions, but they were not outright 
failures.” “One ray of light was discerned by opposition. 
MP’s during this  cek’s session: many Nationalist MP’s 
were directly exposed for the first time to the grievances, 
and to the views, of their coloured and Indian counter- 
parts. For once there were no white interlocutors to be 
dismissed as bleeding hearts or liberal trouble-makers.”” 
BUSINESS DAY: Britain Fragile Anchor Sanc- 
tions — On page 6 of BUSINESS DAY Stanley Uys 
writes from London that “Britain presently is the anchor 
against sanctions.” But “for how long can Britain main- 
tain its present measured pace of relations with SA? It 
says it does not believe in punitive sanctions against SA, 
but already it is applying no fewer than 15 ‘restrictive 
measures’.” “The most significant change that has come 
over the business community here in Britain towards SA 
recently is not an increase in hostility or a loss of 
patience, but simply a decline in interest.” Uys also 
points out that sanctions are “the cement that binds 
countries together in international solidarity against 
apartheid. They are the linch-pin. Pull out this linch-pin 
and the pressures on Pretoria will fall into confusion and 
disarray. For this reason alone, sanctions will never be 
abandoned.” SOWETAN Criticizes Black 
in Joint Debates — “It is a pity that Mr John Mavuso, 
the first black man to take part in joint debate with 
Transvaal members of the tricameral Parliament, did 
not elaborate on his remarks that he was not in the 
provincial administration ‘out of the magic bag of the 
St>te President’ but was there because he had to be 
the re,” states Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 26 
May in its page 10 editorial. Mavuso “forgets that his 
on the Transvaal executive came into office 
by way of a process of democracy — but a democracy 
that is the exclusive preserve of whites. Whites will 
continue to choose ‘leaders’ for blacks, and these 
‘leaders’ will speak only at forums that the whites create. 
And those ‘leaders’ will continue to tell the world that 
they believe they ‘have really arrived in South Africa’.” 
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Government ANC Member 
MB2505082688 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 25 May 88 p I 


[By Donny Nxumalo] 


[Text] A member of the African National Congress, who 
was recently acquitted by the High Court on a charge of 
killing a South African soldier, has been declared a 
prohibited immigrant and has been deported. 


The government found his continued presence in the 
country “contrary to national interest.” 


Joseph Koetle (Mafuya) was acquitted of killing the SA 
soldier during a confrontation at a border fence in 
Shiselweni in October last year. 


The court found that he acted in self defence by killing 
the soldier who pursued him for 800 metres into Swazi- 
land territory. By then Koetle had been shot in the 
buttocks by the soldier. 
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“A person is not bound to expose himself to the risk of a 
stab in the back when, by wounding or killing his 
opponent, he can secure his own safety. This is exactly 
what happened in this case,” was how Justice Hassanali 
found to arrive at the decision to discharge Koetle. 


His deportation is announced in the latest Government 
Gazette. 


Meanwhile, another South African, Arthur Nkosi has 
also been deported, according to the latest Government 
Gazette. 


Zambia 


1 Reportedly Dies in Military Barracks Blasts 
MB2605 130188 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1100 GMT 26 May 88 


[Text] The Zambian national radio reports that one 
person has been killed and 48 others injured after a series 
of explosions rocked military barracks in the central 
Zambian town of Kabwe. 


The radio said there was a series of explosions at the 
Lima barracks lasting about an hour. The cause of the 
explosions is not know. 
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